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The Network 

Dear Friends, 

A Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island 

St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

September 2020 

The Reverend  
Lynn Orville 

With a cup of hot tea beside me, I wanted to start my day 

with my quiet time and a verse that jumped out to me from Psalm 

86 on Tuesday morning:  “Teach me your way, O Lord that I may 

walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your 

name.” (86:11).  There are so many lessons to learn from this one 

verse.  What struck me, though, was the prayer for an undivided 

heart.  Between St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea, school, Covid-19,       

physical therapy (because of my back surgery last month), and, of 

course, my dear Doug, I have many things that tug my heart to go 

in different directions.  This is the prayer that God gave me for 

today:  “…give me an undivided heart to revere your name.”  

As many of you know, I will be using my Continuing               

Education time (and some vacation time) to pursue a Doctor of 

Ministry Degree at Duke University.  Monday, August 24th, was 

the first day of an intensive week of study for me.  Because of 

Covid-19, everything is online for my cohort this term.  Distance 

learning online is quite difficult.  I have an all-new appreciation 

for the teachers and students who have been struggling with this 

since the beginning of the pandemic in March!    

There were computer issues all day, Monday.  There is 

nothing quite like technological problems to make one’s first day 

difficult and filled with tension!  It started with Zoom being down 

all over the country, just as universities and colleges were all                 

beginning the academic year. Eventually Zoom came back online, 

and my Old Testament class started without too many glitches.  



(Return to page 1) 

Zoom’s inability to adjust to the many demands placed on it is a good metaphor for me.  Like 

Zoom, it will take me time to adjust to the demands on my time and in my heart.   

 My head is spinning with all new information I am reading and learning.  I thought I 

would wake up this morning with lots of new insights to tell you about.  I did not.  But not many 

days are profound.  This is good.  With all the excitement and anxiety I felt earlier this week, a 

profound experience would have probably fritzed my brain out completely.   

 I am making it through this first week of school and with God’s help, I will make it 

through rest of the term, one day, one book, one lecture, one paper at a time.   I think that I will 

be praying for “…an undivided heart to revere” God’s holy Name for a long time. So, today I am 

deeply grateful. 

Grace and peace, 

Lynn+ 
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Charles Findlay 
Senior Warden 

Wardens Corner 

 

 When I began to serve as Senior Warden in January, I couldn’t have dreamed that 
the year would evolve as it has.  When Lynn suggested at our last service in the church 
in mid-March that it could be our last for a while, I was in disbelief.  Only a short while 
ago, who would have thought that we would be confronted with a pandemic, that          
services in the church would be discontinued indefinitely and that deliberations over 
how to resume services would be fraught with so many challenges?  Who had heard of a 
Zoom service, or even Zoom?  As the year began, I assumed that we would be focusing 
on suggestions for enriching our services and making improvements to parish life and 
that we would be addressing other issues that commonly arise in a normal year.  Our 
routines have been so shaken that we now find ourselves questioning what the norm will 
be in the future.  
  
 I don’t mean to suggest that the pandemic has paralyzed St. Andrew’s.  Far from 
it.  The vestry and others have worked assiduously to keep our finances in order, to   
resolve church maintenance matters and to address numerous day-to-day issues.   Most 
important, though, we have given considerable attention to trying to keep our church 
community together during these difficult times when the church building remains 
closed and the pandemic separates us physically.  No one would question that the      
separation has taken a toll on our community.   In an attempt to contain that toll, the 
vestry, and especially Lynn, have made countless calls with parishioners to remain in 
touch.  We encourage parishioners to reciprocate, whether to make suggestions for    
worship or keeping us together or just for a friendly conversation.   We are also         
addressing the logistics of an outdoor service since the State and Diocese counsel that 
outdoor events pose minimal risk with proper distancing and other precautions.  By the 
time you read this, Lynn may have conducted an initial outdoor service at St. Andrew’s 
for those who feel comfortable doing so.   
  
 As I have heard many others say, I miss joining the St. Andrew’s community at 
our regular services and events.   It didn’t previously strike me how important that part 
of my life is to recharging the spirit of God in me.  But the Zoom services and prayer 
help keep the spirit alive.   We will all be back together in time.    



(Return to page 1) 

   YOUR VESTRY 

 ST. ANDREW’S COMMITTEES 

Charles Findlay, Sr. Warden  Barbara Jansen, Jr. Warden               Doug MacFall, Treasurer 

Kit Barnum, Clerk  Jason Anderson Elaine Bristol          Craig Curtis  

Charles Hall   Michael McGill        Beth Maxted  

Jane Moffett 

Committee      Contact 

 

1914 Society Committee     Doug MacFall, 401-635-4878 
 
Altar Guild       
  
Building       Doug Orville,  207-801-8059 
 
Chalice Bearers      The Rev. Lynn Orville, 207-801-8060 
  
Choir       Karin Larsen, klars59@gmail.com 
  
Communications Committee    Doug MacFall, 401-635-4878 
 
Finance Committee     Doug MacFall, 401-635-4878 
  
Flower Committee     Bettyann Crowell, 401-635-2984 
 
Greeters      Joan Buhrendorf, 401-635-8329 
 
Grounds      Charles Findlay 508-636-8426 
 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors     The Rev. Lynn Orville, 207-801-8060 
 
Outreach Committee     Elaine Bristol 860-966-9405 
  
Parish Life Committee     Bettyann Crowell, 401-635-2984 

       Lynne Curtis, 401-635-0250 
 
Ushers       Craig Curtis, 401-635-0250 
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Cancelled until further notice. 

at  
The Barn  

Deadline for October 2020 Network:                    

Tuesday, September 15th 

 

 

Cancelled until further notice. 

 

‘ 

Every Tuesday at 2pm 

September 7, 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 

6 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 
 
 

7 
 

8 
2:00 pm: Book  
Discussion 

9 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 
 
 
 

14 
2:30 pm: 
Outreach meeting 
 
 

 
 

15 
2:00 pm: Book  
Discussion 

16 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 

 

21 
4:00  pm:   
Vestry Meeting 

 

22 
2:00 pm: Book  
Discussion 

23 

10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

24 
 

25 26 

27 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 

 

28 
 

29 

2:00 pm: Book  
Discussion 

30 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

   

Deadline for 

October      

Network                             
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Serving in  

LECTORS 

Sept. 6: Lora MacFall 

Sept. 13: Doug Orville 

Sept. 20: Michael McGill 

Sept. 27: George Maxted 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Sept. 6: Doug MacFall 

Sept. 13: Bea Gormley 

Sept. 20: Charles Findlay 

Sept. 27: Jo Burke 

  

Cantor 

Sept Tom Jansen 

If you are not able to read on your scheduled day please call Rev. Lynn Orville 
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Anniversaries in September 

Bob and Beatrice Gormley 4th 

Bill and Lee Morrison 10th 

George and Elizabeth Maxted 18th 

Peter and Kay Lisle 23rd 

Rev. Lynn and Doug Orville 30th 

    
Birthdays in September 

Barbara Howard 18th 

Reed Rowan 18th 

Elizabeth Case 20th 

Jim Watterson 21st 

Peter Melanson 23rd 

Judy Patten 25th 

Earl Samson 25th 

Pan Schweider 25th 

Stephen Carr 27th 

Donna Kitchen 28th 

Elaine Carter 2nd 

Kevin Gleason 5th 

Kit Barnum 6th 

Sam Mundel 9th 

Sarah Oliveira 10th 

Anne Ransom 14th 

Rhea Brooks 16th 

Judy Barr 17th 

Greg Carter 17th 

Bob Cotter 18th 
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The mission of the Outreach Committee of St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea is to represent the recon-
ciling love of Christ Jesus as good servants to those in need within the parish, 

within our local communities, and in the world beyond. 
 
                “Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.” 
                                                                                                                                                  
         Mohammad Ali 
 

 Well, what a year 2020 has been.  From a great start to a grinding halt. We have all had to 
adapt our lives to a new and changing world.  No one ever really likes change, good or bad. 
Change is HARD, and sometimes accepting change is even harder.  At St. Andrew’s, we are 
still navigating how to make all these changes work for us and bring us back together.   

 At the beginning of the year, Outreach was busy with Senior lunches, Salvation Army           
dinners, Feeding Friends – Freezer ministry, Compassion International -- Afi, LC Food Pantry, 
and   monetarily supporting many other projects and organizations.  Of course, that all came to a 
halt with “lock down” and everything that has happened since.  BUT, in the meantime, we have 
still been able to do some things for our parish and communities. 

 We were blessed through another Christian organization to be able to receive several gifts 
of delicious frozen soup and meals donated by Blount and Panera Bread.  We have been able to 
share those with parish members and others in the community through our Feeding Friends  
ministry.  The freezer still has an assortment of amazing soups and meals, and all are welcome 
to help themselves anytime.  I will be GLAD to meet you at church and help you get some of 
those wonderful meals, or to bring some to you if you like.  Just give Elaine a call at                 
860-966-9405. 

 We were also told (thank you, Spinner) about an emergency Food Bank which was set up 
for Westport residents in need of assistance.  We were able to donate several bags of food and 
twenty $25.00 gift cards ($500.00) to Stop and Shop for their clients. 

 The Welcome Neighbor Program, for brand new families that have moved to LC, is alive 
and well.  Although not necessarily as personal a visit as we would like, gift bags with lots of 
town information, a great list of area businesses to help them get settled, and several gift             
certificates to our local businesses have been delivered, and gratefully accepted.   

 Outreach continues our mission and we are always looking for ways to be of service to our   
parish and community. If you have any ideas or comments about an outreach or service project 
that we might be able to do, please let us know.   

Elaine Bristol 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Well, my first 7 months as your Treasurer have been a 

bit different than I expected!  Things began fairly 

normally, the Vestry approved the operating budget in 

January and we had our Annual Financial Meeting in February.  Then, everything changed, 

thanks to COVID.  With the Church closed, many of the assumptions that formed the basis of 

the 2020 budget went out the window.  For the income side, several sources of income dried up 

or are significantly reduced, including plate offerings, AA contributions, and our planned 

fundraising event.  For expenses, the Vestry directed that it was most important to keep our staff 

on salary so that we could continue operations remotely in as normal a way as possible.  Since 

the Church was closed, some facility related expenses have lessened.  When the CARES Act 

was passed by Congress in late March, our pledge income was behind the plan and the future 

looked very uncertain.  This led the Vestry to approve the Church’s application for the Payroll 

Protection Program (PPP).  It was a bit chaotic, but we were eventually approved for a loan of 

$25,934 to cover the salary for Lynn+, Alicia, Karin  and some utilities for 8 weeks.  This loan 

will be totally forgiven, given we meet the conditions (which we have). 

 In early July, with 6 months behind us, The Vestry asked me to look ahead to project our 

financial state of affairs at year-end and report at the July meeting.  I am happy to report that I 

think we will be OK.  The money from the PPP has offset the expected income shortfall.  With 

Craig Curtis’s reminders and your generous stepping up with your gifts, we are back on-track 

towards meeting our 2020 pledge mission goal of $220,000.  In fact, at 6 months in, we are two-

thirds of the way towards the goal.  This is just about where we normally are in previous years.   

But, I am counting on you to complete your pledge commitment.  Thanks to many of you who 

already have!  My projections show that we should finish the year with about 4 months of 

operating expense cash reserve.  That is a good way to begin 2021, but many non-profits expect 

that next year will be more difficult financially than this year due to continuing economic fallout 

and lack of government stimulus (as we had this year).  Please be as generous as you can when 

we get into the 2021 pledge mission this fall. 

 On other matters, I am happy to report that our new accounting process with Kate Leary 

(CPA) that began at the first of the year is working smoothly.  It is nearly all on-line now (which 

is a very good thing, given COVID).  I am also happy to report that our investments, the 

Reserve and 1914 Society Endowment accounts, have returned to about where they were when 

the pandemic struck, after being down 20% in late March.  One thing to note, if you give the 

Church a gift of stock, please let me know that you have done so.  What is happening is that we 



get stock transferred into our Merrill Lynch account with no indication about the donor (and I 

certainly would like to give you credit!).    

 Finally, I want to express my thanks to all of you for your generous support during these 

trying times.  For the past 106 years, St. Andrew’s has always come together to meet the 

challenge, and you are upholding the tradition! 

                                                                                           Faithfully, 

 While you are away, the Building and Grounds Committee has been busy to 
make sure that St. Andrew’s is in good shape for when we return to some semblance of 
life as it was.  You may remember that at our last service in the church, the final touches 
to the new skylights in the nave were almost complete.  That work was finished shortly 
thereafter, and the skylights are now lighting up the nave without the troublesome leaks 
that once plagued us.  The church tower was power washed a few weeks ago, and paint-
ers are about to appear to brighten the tower and trim around the church with fresh coats 
of paint.  The front entrance to the church is about to get a face lift, too.  The wrought 
iron handrails lining the top steps have become loose and will be re-anchored to the 
steps.  The walkway between the two sets of steps is also being replaced with a new 
foundation and flagstones, so that the surface will be flat and safer to walk on.  All this 
is happening in addition to the usual garden maintenance and miscellaneous sprucing 
up.  If you have suggestions for improving the looks of the church and grounds, please 
contact Doug Orville, the Committee chairman, dougorville@gmail.com  207-801-8059. 

    

      Doug Orville 
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ST. ANDREW’S BY-THE-SEA 
182 Willow Avenue  – P O Box 491 

Little Compton, RI 02837-0491 
 

Phone:  401 635-2452 
Fax:  401 635-2452  (call first) 

 

E-mail: office@standrewslc.org 

Website: www.StAndrewsLC.org 

    STAFF AND WARDENS 
 

Rector…….......…........................The Rev. Lynn Orville 
Senior Warden………….……………   Spinner Findlay 
Junior Warden… ……………….....……Barbara Jansen 
Director of Music…………...…..……....…Karin Larsen 
Administrator…………………..…….. Alicia Rodriguez 

ST. ANDREW’S BY-THE-SEA 
St. Andrew’s strives to be a vibrant 
caring community sharing the love 

of God as disciples of Christ 
through joyful worship and service 

to the world. 

Welcome! 

 
SERVICES 

 
Sunday Worship:  
Zoom 10:00 A.M. 

 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
The church office hours are Monday through    

Thursday from 9 a.m. until approximately 3 p.m.  

THE 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
 

WELCOMES YOU 

P. O. Box 491 
Little Compton, RI 02837 
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http://www.saintandrewsbythesea.org/

