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The Network 

Dear Friends, 

A Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island 

St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

November 2020 

The Reverend  
Lynn Orville 

We begin the month of November, thankful for our beloved 

dead.  We pray that they are continuing to grow in God’s grace 

and love as we pray for their peace.  All Saints’ Day, on        

November 1, is the day we give thanks for all the faithful dead, 

from those in Abraham’s and Sarah’s generation and before, all 

the way down through the centuries, who have been faithful to 

their call from God to live a  godly life in faith and wonderment. 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of                  
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that 
is set before us,  looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him  
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

 This passage from Hebrews is one of my favorite                 

readings for All Saints’ Day.  I love the picture of a great cloud 

of witnesses.  This morning, as I write this, it is very foggy out.  

I would like to suggest that this crowd of witnesses is as close to 

you as the cloud of fog outside.  They are very near, as near as 

the damp fog, and they are praying for us (as The Revelation to 

John teaches).  The chapter  immediately preceding these verses 

is filled with the stories of people who struggled in faith before 

for us, loving God in the context of their worlds.  It is a good 

place to find encouragement for living our lives now. 
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 We live in difficult times.  News of political and governmental strife is all 
around.  And there is the coronavirus, Covid-19 with its tidings of illness and death for 
many who are exposed.  Life has changed and is not what we had nine months ago.  
What this time has birthed in our life is grief, where we long for the way it was,                     
frustration and anger about the limitations placed on our lives.  It has also given birth to 
a gnawing, continual fear that we, or someone we love, will succumb to the virus.  
What used to be simple, like going to the grocery store, means shopping at special 
hours with masks on.  Going to church on Sunday mornings via Zoom or in the parking 
lot for Evening Prayer has tried us and stretched us in ways that make our struggle to be 
faithful more acute. 
 
 There are three important issues that are facing us today.  First, the Rev.              
Rebecca Floyd-Marshall and I are in conversation about how we can, with the help of a 
videographer, accomplish a service for Thanksgiving that can be seen on Youtube.com.  
Watch for more announcements about this in the eblasts and bulletins. 
 
 Second, we need to begin talking about Christmas now. It is not going to be like 
it has been in the past.  Karin and I are working hard on planning liturgies that will be 
meaningful and comforting.  If you have ideas, please let me know.   
 
 As you are aware, St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea is currently having no indoor                
services.  With late autumn and winter coming, we need to talk about limiting ourselves 
to remote services for the foreseeable future, especially in light of new Diocese                  
guidance described below.  Just writing this, I feel deeply sad.  I miss you and I miss 
our time worshipping together at church.  I hope that you will let me know your 
thoughts and concerns. 
 
 The Diocese has prescribed precautions for holding any indoor services.  In               
accordance with these precautions, we would need to have all the windows open with 
fans in each window (the vestry is researching other ventilation options).  On one side 
of the church, the fans would blow air in and on the other side of the nave, the fans 
would blow air to the outside, creating a continual flow of fresh air into the building.  It 
would be very cold in the building. Additionally, our services could not be more than 
1/2 hour, with physical distance between us and we would naturally have to wear 
masks.  The burden of cleaning, ushering, and serving would be significant, and it is 
questionable that we could muster the necessary volunteers.  We would only be able to 
have 22 people, including any servers and me, at a given service.  This would require a 
“reservations” system of some type, and we would have to enforce it.  Who would like 
to turn someone from the parish away at the church door because we are at                
capacity?  The regulations the state and the Diocese have given us require a great deal 
for the safety of the all the people in the parish. 
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 Much to the sadness and grief of many, we are refraining from celebrations of 

the Eucharist and receiving Holy Communion, at this time.  I would like to suggest that 

this is a fast of sorts.  Fasting is an ancient discipline of prayer that works on the                 

principle that, at each time we are hungry for the Eucharist or long for the in-person 

gatherings we love so much, we take that hunger and make it our prayer.  During this 

time of pandemic, our fasting prayer would be for the end of Covid-19 and the healing 

of the world.  I am asking you to fast faithfully, taking your grief, fear, hunger, and 

loneliness, continually to God.  I will be fasting from Eucharist until all of us can safely 

gather, and I hope you will join me in this fast. 

 I know that refraining from celebration of Holy Communion is a hardship for 

faithful Christians and that asking you to join me in a fast will be difficult for many of 

you.  Please know that I pray for you, each of you, and that I am praying that God will 

sustain you richly in this time of fasting, prayer and thanksgiving for the end of                 

Covid-19 and the healing of the world. 

 

Grace to you, and peace, 

Lynn+ 
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Wardens Corner 

Fall is my favorite season.  I love the cool, crisp days, the characteristic, low-angle 
sunlight, the flocking birds preparing to head south, and of course the brilliant colors.   

 

Though not necessarily as uplifting, fall is also reason to survey the church property 
to identify what may need attention before winter.   Sometimes the surveys reveal        
surprises that bring us together with tools, skills and enthusiasm to tackle restoration 
projects, which can be very gratifying.  In these times of Covid-imposed constraints, it 
was a special pleasure to spend a few hours recently on a couple of these projects with 
church friends I necessarily see less frequently, or hardly at all.  At one Saturday        
clean-up, several of us significantly reduced the hydrangeas gracing the north face of the 
nave so that noticeably more light now streams into the church.  We also tidied up       
nearby beds that always threaten to run wild if given the slightest chance.  More         
recently, a group of us stained the deck and benches outside the parish hall after Doug 
MacFall had masterfully powerwashed them.  The transformation will make you look 
twice.  A bonus for me is a newly acquired skill (I may be kidding myself) that has      
given me the courage to attempt the same makeover of my own deck. 

 

Many of us share some apprehension about the coming shorter and cooler days, 
when indoor activities will be more the norm, and opportunities for safe contact with 
our friends and community will be fewer.  Most of us have become accomplished Zoom 
users (admittedly, I may need remedial help), and fortunately St. Andrew’s has become 
adept at working around the technical surprises that invariably occur.   Though far from 
a perfect substitute for in-person events, we are fortunate to have Zoom access to       
Morning Prayer services, Bible and book groups and Lynn’s coffee meetings.  And, as a     
silver lining, we are spared transportation time and snowy roads.  OK, I am a bit        
Pollyannaish, but I am also optimistic about the development of several vaccines, and I 
have faith that we will be able to look back at this period with a feeling that our faith in 
God gave us the strength to persevere and draw on the strength of our community.   
Let’s keep in touch.   

 

 God’s peace to you all, 

 Spinner Findlay 
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November 1, 2020 

 If  you would like more information about the Diocesan Convention on    

November 7 at 9 am  go to our website : https://www.standrewslc.org/ and 

click on the link labeled Diocesan Convention.   

 

If you have any problems doing that here is the website link for it: 

https://www.episcopalri.org/special-convention-2020/ 
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 ST. ANDREW’S COMMITTEES 

Committee      Contact 
 
1914 Society Committee     Doug MacFall, 401-635-4878 
 
Altar Guild       
  
Building       Doug Orville,  207-801-8059 
 
Chalice Bearers      The Rev. Lynn Orville, 207-801-8060 
  
Choir       Karin Larsen, klars59@gmail.com 
  
Communications Committee    Doug MacFall, 401-635-4878 
 
Finance Committee     Doug MacFall, 401-635-4878 
  
Flower Committee     Bettyann Crowell, 401-635-2984 
 
Greeters      Joan Buhrendorf, 401-635-8329 
 
Grounds      Charles Findlay 508-636-8426 
 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors     The Rev. Lynn Orville, 401-635-2452 
 
Outreach Committee     Elaine Bristol 860-966-9405 
  
Parish Life Committee     Bettyann Crowell, 401-635-2984 
       Lynne Curtis, 401-635-0250 
 
Ushers        

   YOUR VESTRY 

Charles Findlay, Sr. Warden  Barbara Jansen, Jr. Warden               Doug MacFall, Treasurer 
Kit Barnum, Clerk  Elaine Bristol               Craig Curtis  
Charles Hall   Michael McGill                     Beth Maxted  
Jane Moffett 
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at  
The Barn  

Cancelled until further notice. 

‘ 

Cancelled until further notice. 

Deadline for a combined December 

2020 and January 2021 Network:                                    

Monday, November 16th 

Every Tuesday at 2pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 

2 3 
2:00 pm: Book  

Discussion 

 
 

4 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

5 
 

6 

 
 

7 
 

8 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 

9 
2:30 pm: 

Outreach Mtg 

10 

2:00 pm: Book  

Discussion 

 
 
 

11 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 

16 
4:00 pm: 
Vestry Meeting 

17 
2:00 pm: Book  

Discussion 

18 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

 

19 
 

20 

 

21 
 

22 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 

23 24 
2:00 pm: Book  

Discussion 

25 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Coffee with Lynn 
 
7:00 pm: Bible 
Study 

26 
10:00 am: 
Thanksgiving 
service link will 
be sent 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
10:00 am: Zoom 
Morning Prayer 

30      

Deadline for 
December 

and January 
Network                             
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Serving in  

LECTORS 

Nov. 1: Bea Gormley 

Nov. 8: Michael McGill 

Nov. 15: Doug MacFall 

Nov. 22: George Maxted 

Nov. 29: Lora MacFall 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Nov. 1: Bea Gormley 

Nov. 8: Doug Orville 

Nov. 15: Lora MacFall 

Nov. 22: Charles Findlay 

Nov. 29: Doug MacFall 

  

Cantor 

Nov. Tom Jansen 

If you are not able to read on your scheduled day please call Rev. Lynn Orville. 
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Birthdays in November 

Anna Gray Prior 13th 

Tom Jansen 16th 

Bob Goff 17th 

Charles Hall 17th 

Hans Mautner 17th 

Doug MacFall 18th 

Billy Gesner 2nd 

Alden Read 2nd 

Hope Burchard 5th 

Thomas Gesner 7th 

Jo Burke 9th 

Elizabeth Gesner 13th 

Anniversaries in November 

Greg and Anna Gray Prior 12th 

Bob and Ann von der Lippe 19th 

Roger Guillemette and Lisa Vincent 25th 

Jim and Janet Field 25th 
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Treasurer’s Report 
The  Treasurer’s  Report  that  I  presented  

to  the  Vestry  on October 16th showed 

that we continue to be on a good path   

towards finishing this difficult year on a 

sound financial basis. Our faithful gifts 

make this possible, and I thank you all so much! September and October are usually 

slow months in terms of pledge income, and this September was no exception. The good 

news is that we are almost 80% of the way towards reaching our year-end pledge commit-

ment. Things always pick up in November and December, so I’m quite confident we will 

make it (with your help).  We continued to receive a good fraction (38%) of our pledge in-

come via online gifts.  Our 1914 Society endowment and Reserve fund investment accounts 

were down about 2% for September and are now flat for the year. Given the market gyra-

tions this year, that’s not bad. Expenses are running somewhat under budget with some 

building-related costs reduced, but most of our expenses are fixed in nature. The October 

Treasurer’s Report is available for you to review by clicking the Documents button in the 

footer of our redesigned website (www.standrewslc.org, password is: sakonnet) (note: all 

lower case in password). 

 
We kicked off the 2021 budget development process at the October Vestry meet-

ing.   I expect 2021 to be more challenging financially than this year has been.   That is 

mostly due to the fact that we won’t be getting any government support as we did this year, 

with the Payroll Protection Program.  The Vestry is engaged in looking at new ways to 

generate income through fundraising events and possibly renting unused areas of our facility.  

As you know, our stewardship mission is the largest source of our operating funds.  Craig 

Curtis is leading our stewardship mission again, and I hope you will support his work as you 

have done so faithfully over the years. 

 
I want to express my thanks to all of you for your generous support during these 

trying times.  For the past 106 years, St. Andrew’s has always come together to meet the 

challenge, and you are upholding the tradition! 

 

 Faithfully, 

 

http://www.standrewslc.org
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The mission of the Outreach Committee of St. Andrew’s 

by-the-Sea is to represent  the reconciling love of Christ 

Jesus as good servants to those in need within the  parish, 

within our local communities, and in the world beyond. 

“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.” 

                                                                                                                    Mohammad Ali 

Feeding Friends – Don’t forget about our freezer ministry! We still have lots of                    

delicious meals and soups for anyone who may need and enjoy a home-cooked meal.  It 

is available to all. Just help yourself, or give me a call and I can meet you at church, or I 

will be glad to deliver them right to your door.   

Blessing of the Animals – We were blessed with BEAUTIFUL weather for our outdoor 

service.  It was a great success, with more than 18 folks joining us with their amazing 

furry friends.  Lynn + blessed each pet and their human partner with a prayer and a 

sprinkle.  It was a great day for all.   

Welcome Neighbor – Although Covid-19 has made it much more difficult to interact 

with both the town hall, for information regarding new residents, and the new residents 

themselves, we are being creative and getting the welcoming packets to them.  I will be 

sending out another letter to local businesses in the next few weeks to offer them                  

another opportunity to add something to the packets (gift certificate, welcome letter, 

business card, etc.) to advertise their business and welcome new folks.   

Afi – Afi and her family in Togo are having their challenges with Covid-19 too.  Please 
keep her and her family in your prayers.  Please read the latest update regarding Togo. 
 

Last Updated: 10/09/2020   Togo has extended its state of emergency for up to six 

months (March 2021), depending on how the pandemic evolves. Borders are closed, 
public meetings of more than 15 people are banned, and schools are closed except for 
certain grades in which exams are mandatory. Masks are required in public. Churches 

are partially opened. The Togolese government is planning to offer special COVID-19 
insurance to medical staff throughout the country as they work to prevent the spread of 
the virus.  Compassion centers have suspended programming, but Compassion’s partner 

churches continue to make regular home visits to monitor the health of children and 
families and pray with them.  
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PIANO 

 

God’s many blessings are abundant, even amid all the 
turmoil that surrounds us each day.  In addition to living in 
this wonderful place with its open space, clean air, and           
fabulous sky, He blesses us with nature’s spectacle every 
day.  From the ocean to the wildlife and the flora, he               
reassures us that he is always with us.  Although we may at 
times take these things a little for granted, He surprised us 
with the opportunity to accept an exceptional gift of a   
Steinway baby grand   piano.  This most generous gift has 
been given to us by Paul Ouillette of Westport.  The piano has been in his family for many 
years and has been exquisitely taken care of, and we could not be more grateful for his 
generosity to St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea. 

We are making a few changes to the front of the church to accommodate our new baby 
grand, and we are very much looking forward to sharing its glorious sound as we raise our 
voices in praise to our Lord. 

 

      Elaine Bristol (860-966-9405) 
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Blessing of the Animals 

October 4 , 2020 

In observance of St. Francis Day, we opened our doors (outside) to new 

friends of the furry and four-legged variety!    

 
St. Francis was contemplating Mark 16:15, which instructs the disciples to “preach the 

Gospel to all creation.” He began to believe that such a command, and the Gospel itself, 

was not for humanity alone. He understood that all creation lives in anticipation of the 

new creation. As such, he found himself preaching one day to some birds he met on his 

path, telling them of the reasons we should be grateful for God, how God loves us 

without measure, and how Christ embodies this love in the redemption he offers.  
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ST. ANDREW’S BY-THE-SEA 
182 Willow Avenue  – P O Box 491 

Little Compton, RI 02837-0491 
 

Phone:  401 635-2452 
Fax:  401 635-2452  (call first) 

 

E-mail: office@standrewslc.org 

Website: www.StAndrewsLC.org 

    STAFF AND WARDENS 
 

Rector…….......…........................The Rev. Lynn Orville 
Senior Warden………….………………...Lora MacFall 
Junior Warden… ……………….....…...Spinner Findlay 
Director of Music…………...…..……....…Karin Larsen 
Administrator…………………..…….. Alicia Rodriguez 

ST. ANDREW’S BY-THE-SEA 
St. Andrew’s strives to be a vibrant 
caring community sharing the love 

of God as disciples of Christ 
through joyful worship and service 

to the world. 

Welcome! 

 
SERVICES 

 
Sunday Worship:  

10:00 A.M. 
 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
The church office hours are Monday through    

Thursday from 9 a.m. until approximately 3 p.m.  

THE 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
 

WELCOMES YOU 

P. O. Box 491 
Little Compton, RI 02837 
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http://www.saintandrewsbythesea.org/

